The particular old discussion which I want to take up is that about freedom. No word has been more cheapened by misuse. No word has experienced more of the tortuous redefi nitions of politicians. So it may be of use to go back to the bare essentials of the Marxist concept of freedom and in so doing lay one or two ghosts. What ghosts do I particularly hope to exorcise?
First and most immediately the view that socialism and democracy can be separated -if by democracy we mean something more and other than the forms of parliamentary democracy. In left Labour Party circles, one sometimes hears it argued that 'the West' has democracy, but not socialism, while 'the East' has socialism, but not democracy and what we need is a (blessed word!) synthesis. Secondly, I want to expose the view that the problem of freedom can be stated in terms of 'the individual' and 'the collective'. This, so I shall argue, is not a pure mistake, like the fi rst view, but it contains the germ of dangerous confusion. Thirdly, we need to guard against the view that the threat to freedom arises out of certain specifi c forms of organisation and in particular from democratic-centralist forms. These views have haunted the labour movement for many years now. One reason for their prevalence is the habit of separating the discussion of freedom in relation to the nature of society from the discussions of freedom in relation to the forms or organisation appropriate to a Marxist party. To say that men are free is to say that they are able to make their desires, intentions and choices effective. But this by itself is far too abstract.
Freedom and humanity
It is too abstract in two different ways. For, on the one hand, this initial defi nition might suggest that the free man is the man who gets what he wants, and this is obviously wrong. For one can be free and dissatisfi ed; indeed, in our society, the more the ferment of freedom is at work in a man the more dissatisfi ed he will be. And one can be satisfi ed and unfree. At least, one can be satisfi ed in the short run and be unfree. 
